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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS:
Total Students Per School: 
Approximately 400
Average Class Size: 25
State of the Art Facilities: 
Smartboards, science labs, multimedia 
center,  music, drama and art studios, 
a gymnasium, a fitness center, a 
running track, a weight room and 
multiple sports fields.
Special Programs: Specialist High 
Skills Major Program in Health 
and Wellness; Technical courses 
in culinary, travel and tourism, 
manufacturing and construction.

Upper Canada District 
School Board - Vankleek Hill 
Collegiate Institute
Vankleek Hill, Ontario

PUBLIC COED

SCHOOL PROFILE AND ACADEMICS
The Upper Canada District School Board’s mission is to prepare all its secondary students 
in grades 7-12 for success after graduation. Located in Van Kleek Hill in eastern Ontario, 
Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute has a reputation for providing strong academics, sports 
and a variety of extracurricular pursuits. Offering international students language support 
with the ESL program, it also has a Specialist High Skills Major Program in Health and Well-
ness. One great benefit is the school’s small and intimate setting, which allows teachers and 
students to really get to know each other.

FACILITIES
Campus facilities include advanced technology classrooms equipped with Smartboards, sci-
ence labs, a multimedia center, and music, drama and art studios. There’s also a gymnasi-
um, a fitness center, a running track, a weight room and multiple sports fields.

SPORTS
Healthy competition and school spirit are highly encouraged. Students can participate in 
individual and team sports such as track and field, soccer, volleyball, badminton, football 
and basketball. There’s also cross-country, hockey, rugby, curling, wrestling and lacrosse 
teams, too. Clubs and organizations are a big part of campus life at Vankleek Hill Collegiate 
Institute. Kids can join the Social Justice Club, Leadership Council, Book Club and the Recy-
cling Club, just to name a few.

LOCATION:
•  Population: Approximately 2,000
•  Located: One hour east of Ottawa
•  Weather: Cold, wet winters and warm 

springs and summers

ELIGIBILITY:
• Enrollment Restrictions: Students must 

complete the program before turning 19
• English proficiency assessed by ESL 

specialist tests, observations, personal 
interviews and academic history

SCHOOL FACTS:
•  Grades at School: 7-12
•  Total Students Per School: 400
•  Estimated Start Date: Early September
•  Estimated End Date: Mid June

ACADEMICS:
•  Diploma Offered: Yes
• High Schools Accepting Students: 1

www.ucdsb.on.ca
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CLOSEST MAJOR CITY: 
MONTREAL
Montreal is located in the Province of 
Quebec—a bilingual region where its 
citizens speak both French and English. 
Montreal is the largest predominately 
French-speaking city after Paris, France. 
Fun fact: French-Canadians sometimes use 
a popular hybrid greeting, BonjourHi! 

Montreal is renowned for its stunning 
architecture. In fact, it was named a 
UNESCO City of Design in 2009—the Old 
Montreal area of the city still has buildings 
dating back to the late 16th and early 
17th centuries. But by far one of the 
most popular tourist attractions today 
is “The Underground City” or RESO: a 
subterranean complex of pathways that 
connect pedestrians to shops, hotels, 
restaurants, universities and subway 
stations. The tunnels span over 32km 
(20 miles); an engineering wonder not 
to be missed. For thrill seekers, the 146-
acre amusement park, La Ronde, has a 
40-meter high rollercoaster named “The 
Monster”; it’s the highest double-tracked 
coaster in the world. Oh, and did you know 
that 85% of the world’s maple syrup is 
produced in Montreal? Those with a sweet 
tooth, rejoice!  

ARTS
Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute understands how important art instruction for en-
hancing the student’s whole educational experience. The school offers a wide-array of 
art programs like drama, music and concert band, as well as classes in film and video 
arts. The culinary arts are covered, too!

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Located in Eastern Ontario, VanKleek Hill (population around 2,000) is situated about 
an hour’s drive from both downtown Montreal, Quebec and Ottawa, Ontario. Affec-
tionately called “The Gingerbread Capital of Ontario” because of the architectural 
woodworking details on many of its Victorian-era buildings, it’s a thriving community 
with a local hockey and soccer team. Unique to Vankleek Hill is its impressive commu-
nity garden just off Main Street, which has two acres of organically grown produce har-
vested by residents. The tight-knit community has lots of events that take place at the 
town’s arena and fair grounds, plus it has a nine-hole golf course with a driving range, 
plus plenty of parks, pubs, restaurants and even a museum to enjoy.
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