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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS:
Total Students Per School: Between 
440 to 1,000
State of the Art Facilities (Vary 
per school): Hockey/Skating rink, 
swimming pool, Football fields, 
Theatre and Performing Arts 
Year Established: 1922
Special Programs: Advanced 
Placement courses, French immersion 
Program, Specialist High Skills Major 
in Business, Specialist High Skills 
Major Eco-Studies Major, Can-Fit 
Training Program, Gifted Program, 
Specialist High Skills Major in Arts & 
Culture
Famous Universities Close to School: 
MacMaster University, University of 
Toronto, University of Guelph 
Famous Alumni:  Ryan Gosling – 
Actor, Doug Saunders – Journalist, 
Warren Adelman - Former CEO, Oskar 
Johansson - Olympian (Sailing), Dave 
Ridgeway - Football Player, Jim Carrey 
– Actor, Rob Maslsaac - President 
of Hamilton Health Sciences, Peter 
Crosbie - Hockey Player, Kyle Burns - 
Director, Writer, Charmine Hammond 
– Author, Chris Schultz - Football 
Player/ Media

SCHOOL PROFILE AND ACADEMICS
Located in Burlington, four of Halton District School Board’s public high schools welcome 
international students in grades 9-12. All schools in the District are renowned for their ex-
cellent academics. Burlington Central High School offers a variety of Advanced Placement 
courses, a French immersion program and accepts ESL students of any level. M.M. Robin-
son High School has a Specialist High Skills Major in Business, and Aldershot High School is 
proud of its award-winning Eco-Studies Major and Can-Fit Training Program. Along with a 
Gifted Program, Nelson High School adds a Specialist High Skills Major in Arts & Culture. No 
wonder famous District alumni include Jim Carrey and actor Ryan Gosling.

FACILITIES
District campus facilities include a multitude of outdoor and indoor athletic fields, gymnasi-
ums and swimming pools. Classrooms have the latest in technology, and most are equipped 
with computer and robotics labs. There are libraries, and music, drama and art studios as 
well.

SPORTS
Halton District School Board’s high schools have strong championship traditions in football, 
hockey (of course) and volleyball, but all schools encourage students to join both team and 
individual sports. There’s even a great selection of non-traditional activities like curling, 
Ultimate Frisbee, yoga, cycling and skateboarding.

LOCATION:
•  Population: Approximately 183,400
•  Located: About one hour from Toronto
•  Weather: Cold, wet winters and warm 

springs and summers

ELIGIBILITY:
•  Enrollment Restrictions: Minimum 70% 

grade average in core academics
• ESL Beginners accepted at Burlington 

Central High School. Other schools 
require the equivalent of approximately 
49-59 SLEP

• Students must complete the program 
before turning 19 and cannot have 
graduated from high school 

SCHOOL FACTS:
• Grades at School: 9-12
•  Total Students Per School: 400 - 1,000
•  Estimated Start Date: Early September 
•  Estimated End Date: Late June

ACADEMICS:
• Diploma Offered: Yes
•  High Schools Accepting Students: 4
•  Nelson High School, Burlington Central 

High School, Aldershot High School, M.M. 
Robinson High School

Halton District School 
Board - Burlington
Burlington, Ontario

PUBLIC COED CITY ARTS SPORTS

Nelson High School in Halton District School Board is my 

alma mater! A great school for generations (fantastic sports, 

music, theatre and facilities, as well as a gifted program) in 

a lovely neighbourhood. – Carla Kearns, VP of Marketing 

& Communications 

www.hdsb.ca



CLOSEST MAJOR CITY: 
TORONTO
A financial, commercial and cultural center, 
Toronto is located in the southern part of 
the country along Lake Ontario. Known 
for its massive skyscrapers, it’s home to 
the CN Tower—the tallest freestanding 
structure in the Western Hemisphere. At 
553.3 meters high (1,815.3 ft) you can visit 
its observation deck, The Edge Walk, where 
you can be tethered to an overhead rail 
system and walk around the edge. Oh, the 
vertigo! 

Toronto is a truly international town 
with around 140 unique and different 
neighbourhoods reflecting its many 
different ethnicities, foods and traditions. 
Torontonians speak English as their 
primary language, but there are over 160 
different languages spoken around the 
city. A world-class destination, it’s not 
possible to run out of things to do and see 
in Toronto. It’s a music and motion picture 
production mecca and is headquarters 
to major media outlets. There are vast 
numbers of parks, a zoo and aquarium, 
museums and galleries. Visit historic sites, 
watch professional sporting events and 
attend events and festivals. Toronto is 
a great place to live, work and study! If 
you don’t believe us, just ask the nearly 3 
million people who live here!  

ARTS
Along with art instruction, there are extracurricular activities and clubs to spark any 
student’s interest, like the chess club, an award winning concert band, drama and the-
atre, the mural club, an improv team and more. 

AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
In recent years, Fraser Institute Report has named Nelson High School and Burlington 
Central High School #1 among the city’s secondary schools. Aldershot High School’s 
football team has won 11 titles and its concert band has achieved gold, silver and 
bronze medals in regional and provincial competitions such as MusicFest Canada and 
the OBA Concert Band Festival. M.M. Robinson High Schools Robotics team is proud 
of the multiple medals awarded in regional and state competitions since 2006. In ad-
dition, Robinson’s 30-member Drumline has been featured on morning television pro-
grams. 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Burlington is situated halfway between Toronto and Niagara Falls along Lake Ontario. 
The city is ranked one of safest and best places to live in Canada, striking a balance be-
tween an urban, big city lifestyle and the charm of small-town living. In close proximity 
to nature, it boasts nearly 600 hectares of parklands, a lakeshore walking path, a pier 
and the Royal Botanical Gardens. The downtown area offers a wide array of shopping 
malls, restaurants and cafes, music venues and sporting events.
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